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(57) ABSTRACT

An image forming apparatus includes a main frame and a
holder. The holder holds a plurality of photosensitive drums
arrayed in a predetermined direction. The holder includes a
pair of side plates each positioned at each axial end portion of
each photosensitive drum, and each having an upstream end
portion in the accommodating direction, and a pair of pro-
truding portions each protruding outward in the axial direc-
tion from the upstream end portion of each side plate. The
main frame includes a pair of positioning portions and a pair
of support portions. The pair of positioning portions is con-
figured to be in contact with each protruding portion from
below and on a downstream side of the protruding portion in
the accommodating direction. The pair of support portions is
positioned downstream of the pair of positioning portions in
the accommodating direction and configured to support the
pair of side plates.

16 Claims, 7 Drawing Sheets
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1
IMAGE FORMING DEVICE HAVING
HOLDER POSITIONING ARRANGEMENT

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application claims priority from Japanese Patent
Application No. 2011-146652 filed Jun. 30, 2011. The entire
content of the priority application is incorporated herein by
reference. Further, the present application is closely related to
the co-pending U.S. patent application Ser. No. 13/411,749
filed on Mar. 5, 2012 (corresponding to Japanese Patent
Application No. 2011-146657 filed on Jun. 30, 2011).

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates to an image forming device
having a holder that integrally holds a plurality of photosen-
sitive drums.

BACKGROUND

A conventional color printer as an image forming device
includes a holder that integrally holds a plurality of photo-
sensitive drums and is movable or can be pulled out relative to
amain frame of the color printer. More specifically, the holder
includes a pair of metal plates each supporting each axial end
portion of each photosensitive drum, and a positioning shaft
connecting each front end portion (upstream end portion in
accommodating direction of the holder) of each metal plate to
each other. Each metal plate has a rear end portion (down-
stream end portion in the accommodating direction) formed
with a notched portion.

Upon completion of accommodation of the holder into the
main frame, the notched portion is in abutment with a base
shaft extending in lateral direction (axial direction of the
photosensitive drum), and the positioning shaft is seated on a
metal plate frame provided at the main frame.

SUMMARY

The inventor of the present invention founds that in such a
conventional structure, accurate positioning of the holder
relative to the main frame cannot be recognized by a user.
That is, accurate abutment of the notched portion on the base
shaft cannot be recognized because the notched portion is
positioned at a deep end or leading end portion of the holder
when the holder is accommodated in the main frame.

It is therefore an object of the present invention to provide
an image forming apparatus. The image forming apparatus
includes a main frame and a holder. The holder is configured
to hold a plurality of photosensitive drums arrayed an array
direction, and movable in an accommodating direction par-
allel to the array direction to be accommodated in the main
frame. The holder includes a pair of side plates each posi-
tioned at each axial end portion of each photosensitive drum,
and each having an upstream end portion in the accommo-
dating direction, and a pair of protruding portions each pro-
truding outward in the axial direction from the upstream end
portion of each side plate. The main frame includes a pair of
positioning portions and a pair of support portions. The pair
of positioning portions is each configured to be in contact
with a protruding portion from below and on a downstream
side of the protruding portion in the accommodating direction
for positioning the holder relative to the main frame. The pair
of support portions is positioned downstream of the pair of
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positioning portions in the accommodating direction and con-
figured to support the pair of side plates.

According to another aspect, the present invention pro-
vides an image forming apparatus. The image forming appa-
ratus includes a main frame and a holder. The holder holds a
photosensitive drum, and is movable in an accommodating
direction to be accommodated in the main frame. The holder
includes a side plate positioned at an axial end portion of the
photosensitive drum, and has an upstream end portion in the
accommodating direction and a protruding portion protrud-
ing outward in the axial direction from the upstream end
portion of the side plate. The main frame includes a position-
ing portion and a support portion. The positioning portion is
configured to be in contact with the protruding portion for
positioning the holder relative to the main frame. The support
portion is positioned downstream of the positioning portion
in the accommodating direction and configured to support the
side plate.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

In the drawings;

FIG. 1 is a schematic cross-sectional side view of a color
printer according to one embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 2 is aview showing a state where a holder is pulled out
from a main frame of the color printer according to the
embodiment;

FIG. 3 is a perspective view of the holder and a plurality of
photosensitive drums in the color printer according to the
embodiment;

FIG. 4(a) is a perspective view showing a scanner unit, a
metal plate frame, and a resin plate frame, in the color printer
according to the embodiment;

FIG. 4(b) is a perspective view showing a support member
in the color printer according to the embodiment;

FIG. 5(a) is a partial enlarged side view showing a shaft and
the holder when the holder is completely accommodated in
the main frame in the color printer according to the embodi-
ment;

FIG. 5(b) is a partial enlarged side view showing the sup-
port member and the holder when the holder is completely
accommodated in the main frame in the color printer accord-
ing to the embodiment;

FIG. 6 is a side view of the resin plate frame and the metal
plate frame in the color printer according to the embodiment;
and

FIG. 7 is a schematic cross-sectional side view of a color
printer according to a modification.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

A color printer as an image forming apparatus according to
an embodiment of the present invention will be described
with reference to FIGS. 1 through 6. Throughout the specifi-
cation, the terms “upward”, “downward”, “upper”, “lower”,
“above”, “below”, “beneath”, “right”, “left”, “front”, “rear”
and the like will be used assuming that the color printer is
disposed in an orientation in which it is intended to be used.
More specifically, in FIG. 1 a right side and a left side are a
front side and a rear side, respectively.

The color printer 1 includes a main frame 10 in which a
sheet feed unit 20 for feeding a sheet P, an image forming unit
30 for forming an image on the sheet P fed by the sheet feed
unit 20, and a sheet discharge unit 90 for discharging an image
carrying sheet P are provided. The main frame 10 has a front
opening 10A at which a front cover 11 is pivotally movably
provided.
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The sheet feed unit 20 includes a sheet tray 21 for accom-
modating a stack of sheets P, and a sheet conveying mecha-
nism 22 for conveying a sheet from the sheet tray 21 to the
image forming unit 30.

The image forming unit 30 includes a scanner unit 40, four
process cartridges 50, a holder 60, a transfer unit 70, and a
fixing unit 80. The scanner unit 40 is provided at an upper
portion in the main frame 10, and is provided with a laser
emitting portion, polygon mirror, a lens, and a reflection
mirror those not shown. High speed scanning is performed
such that each laser beam can be irradiated on each surface of
each photosensitive drum 51 from the scanner unit 40 as
indicated by two dotted chain line in FIG. 1. Further, as shown
in FIG. 4(a), the scanner unit 40 has a casing 41 whose right
side wall and a left side wall are respectively provided with
three protrusions 42 protruding laterally outward and arrayed
in a frontward/rearward direction.

InFIG. 1, the process cartridge 50 are positioned above the
sheet feed unit 20 and are arrayed in a predetermined direc-
tion, i.e., frontward/rearward direction. Each process car-
tridge 50 includes the photosensitive drum 51, a charger (not
shown), a developing roller 52, and a toner container.

The holder 60 integrally holds four process cartridges 50,
and is movable relative to the main frame 10 along a conveyer
belt 73 (described later). The holder 60 is accommodated in
the main frame 10 by opening the front cover 11 and moving
the holder 60 frontward through the opening 10A. In the
following description, moving direction of the holder 60 for
accommodating the holder 60 into the main frame 10 will be
simply referred to as “accommodating direction”.

The transfer unit 70 is positioned between the sheet supply
unit 20 and the four process cartridges 50, and includes a drive
roller 71, a driven roller 72, and the conveyer belt 73, and
transfer rollers 74. The drive roller 71 and the driven roller 72
are spaced away from each other in the frontward/rearward
direction and extend in a direction parallel to each other. The
conveyer belt 73 such as an endless belt is mounted under
tension between the drive and driven rollers 71 and 72. More
specifically, the drive roller 71 is positioned rearward and
downward of the driven roller 72, such that the conveyer belt
73 is oriented diagonally downward and rearward in the
accommodating direction.

Four transfer rollers 74 are positioned at an internal space
defined by the conveyer belt 73 at positions corresponding to
four photosensitive drums 51. Each transfer roller 74 and each
photosensitive drum 53 nip the conveyer belt 73. A transfer
bias is applied to each transfer roller 74 by a constant current
control for image transfer from the photosensitive drum 51 to
the sheet P.

The fixing unit 80 is positioned rearward of the process
cartridges 50 and the transfer unit 70, and includes a heat
roller 81 and a pressure roller 82 in confrontation with the
heat roller 81 for pressing the same.

In the image forming unit 30, each surface of each photo-
sensitive drum 51 is uniformly charged by the charger, and
then, is exposed to light by the scanner unit 40, so that poten-
tial at the exposed area is lowered to form an electrostatic
latent image based on image data on the surface of the pho-
tosensitive drum 51. Then, toner in the toner container is
supplied to the photosensitive drum by the developing roller
52 to form a toner image on the surface of the photosensitive
drum 51.

Then, the toner image on the photosensitive drum 51 is
transferred onto a sheet P when the sheet P on the conveyer
belt 73 passes through and between the photosensitive drum
51 and the transfer roller 74. Then, toner image on the sheet P
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is thermally fixed when the sheet P passes through and
between the heat roller 81 and the pressure roller 82.

The discharge unit 90 includes a plurality of conveyer
rollers 91 for conveying the sheet P. The sheet P with the fixed
image is conveyed by the conveyer rollers 91 and is dis-
charged outside of the main frame 10.

Next details of the holder 60 and its ambient structure will
be described with reference to FIG. 3. The holder 60 includes
front and rear frames 61A, 61B made from a resin, a pair of
right and left metal plates 300, and a shaft 63. The front frame
61A is spanned between front end portions of the pair of metal
plates 300 and is provided with a hand grip 62, so that a user
can grip the hand grip 62 to move the holder 60 frontward or
rearward. The rear frame 61B is spanned between rear end
portions of the pair of metal plates 300.

The metal plates 300 are spaced away from each other in
the lateral direction, i.e., axial direction of the photosensitive
drum 51 for rotatably supporting the photosensitive drums
51. The metal plates 300 are made from steel, and extend in
the frontward/rearward direction, i.e., a direction of an array
of'the photosensitive drums 51. Each metal plate 300 has front
and rear end portions bent upward. Each front upper end
portion of each metal plate 300 is formed with a through-hole
310 through which the shaft 63 extends. Each metal plate 300
has a rear upper portion formed with notched portion 320 with
which a support member 400 (described later) is engageable.

As shown in FIG. 5(b), the notched portion 320 is recessed
toward frontward from a rearmost end surface of the metal
plate 300, and has a supported surface 321 extending in gen-
erally frontward/rearward direction, an inclined surface 322
confronting the supported surface 321, and a bottom surface
323 connecting the supported surface 321 to the inclined
surface 322. The inclined surface 322 is inclined diagonally
downward toward the rear end such that a distance between
the supported surface 321 and the inclined surface 322 is
gradually reduced toward the bottom surface 323. The
notched portion 320 is preferably positioned rearward of the
rearmost photosensitive drum 51 (most downstream side
drum 51 in the accommodating direction) so that the main
frame 10 can stably support the holder 60.

As shown in FIG. 3, the shaft 63 extends in the lateral
direction, i.e., axial direction of the photosensitive drum 51
and is made from a metal. Each end of the shaft 63 is fitted
with each through-hole 310, thereby linking the pair of metal
plates 300 together. Each axial end portion 63 A of the shaft 63
protrudes laterally outward from each metal plate 300 to
provide a pair of protruding portions to be supported to a
metal plate frame 100 (described later) of the main frame 10.
Each protruding portion 63A is preferably positioned
upstream of the most upstream side photosensitive drum 51
so that the holder 60 can be stably supported to the main frame
10.

As shown in FIG. 4(a) the main frame 10 includes a pair of
metal plate frames 100, a pair of resin plate frames 200, and
the support member 400. In FIG. 4(a), a right side resin plate
frame 200 is not shown for simplicity.

Each metal plate frame 100 is positioned laterally outward
of'each metal plate 300 when the holder 60 is accommodated
in the main frame 10, and is positioned offset from the four
photosensitive drums 51 as viewed in the axial direction of the
photosensitive drum 51 (in side view). More specifically,
each metal plate frame 100 is generally [.-shaped in side view
and includes a major portion 110 and an extension portion
120. The major portion 110 is positioned above the photosen-
sitive drums 51 and superposed with the scanner unit 40 in
side view, and extends in generally frontward/rearward direc-
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tion. The extension portion 120 extends downward (toward
the photosensitive drums 51) from a front end portion of the
major portion 110.

The major portion 110 is formed with three holes 111
arrayed in the frontward/rearward direction for engagement
with the three protrusions 42 protruding from the casing 41 of
the scanner unit 40, thereby supporting the scanner unit 40 to
the major portion 110.

The extension portion 120 is formed with a notched portion
121. As shown in FIG. 5(a), the notched portion 121 is
recessed rearward from a front end surface of the extension
portion 120, and is tapered rearward. More specifically, the
notched portion 121 is defined by a first surface 121 A extend-
ing in generally frontward/rearward direction, and a second
surface 121B positioned above the first surface 121A and
oriented diagonally downward and rearward. The notched
portion 121 is positioned capable of being visible when the
front cover 11 is opened

As shown in FIG. 6, the metal plate frame 100 is formed
with a single positioning hole 130, three elongated slots 140,
and three insertion holes 150 (FIG. 4a). The positioning hole
130 extends through a thickness of the metal plate frame 100
and is positioned at a generally longitudinal center portion of
the major portion 110. The three elongated slots 140 also
extend through the thickness of the metal plate frame 100.
Among these, two elongated slots 140 are provided in the
major portion 110 and positioned such that the positioning
hole 130 is positioned between the two elongated slots 140.
Remaining one elongated slot 140 is provided in the exten-
sion portion 120 at a position close to the notched portion 121.

The two elongated slots 140 formed in the major portion
110 and the positioning hole 130 are aligned on an imaginary
line L1 extending in a direction parallel to a direction of array
of the photosensitive drums 51. Further, elongating direction
of the slots 140 is also aligned with the line L1. Further, an
elongating direction of the remaining slot 140 formed in the
extension portion 120 is coincident with a line 1.2 described
later. Further, as shown in FIGS. 4(a) and 6, the three insertion
holes 150 are adapted to allow screws 160 to pass there-
through. Among these, one insertion hole 150 is positioned
adjacent to the positioning hole 130, and remaining insertion
holes 150 are positioned adjacent to the elongated slots 140,
respectively.

The resin plate frames 200 are in confrontation with each
other and are positioned laterally outward of the pair of metal
plate frames 100. As shown in FIG. 4(a), each resin plate
frame 200 has an inner lower rear portion provided with an
attachment portion 210 for attaching the support member 400
to the resin plate frame 200.

As shown in FIG. 4(b), the attachment portion 210 has an
attachment hole 211 formed in the resin plate frame 200 and
a flat reinforcement portion 212 protruding laterally inward
from the lower edge portion of the attachment hole 211.

The support member 400 is formed by bending a single
metal plate into generally U-shape. More specifically, each
support member 400 includes a support part 410 extending in
generally frontward/rearward direction, a leaf spring part
420, and an insertion part 430. The leaf spring part 420
extends downward from a front end of the support part 410
and then extends diagonally downward and rearward. The
insertion part 430 extends toward the resin frame part 100
from the support part 410 and into the attachment hole 211.
The leaf spring part 420 has a lower portion provided with an
arcuate bent portion 421 protruding downward in side view.

The support member 400 is attached to the resin plate
frame 200 by insertion of the insertion part 430 into the
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attachment hole 211. Further, the support part 410 is mounted
onand in intimate contact with the reinforcement portion 212.

As shown in FIGS. 4(a) and 6, the resin plate frame 200 has
a positioning boss 230, three projections 240, and three
female threads 250. The positioning boss 230 and the three
projections 240 protrude laterally inward from a laterally
inner surface of each resin plate frame 200. The positioning
boss 230 is positioned to fit with the positioning hole 130, and
has an outer diameter approximately the same as an inner
diameter of the positioning hole 130. The three projections
240 are positioned to fit with the three elongated slots 140.
The three female threads 250 are positioned to align with the
three insertion hole 150. Thus, the screws 160 passing
through the insertion holes 150 are threadingly engaged with
the female thread 250.

Here, the above-described line L1 passes through a central
axis of the positioning boss 230 and each center of each
elongated slot 140. Further, the above-described line [.2
passes through a central axis of the projection 240 fitted with
the elongated slot 140 formed in the extension portion 120
and the central axis of the positioning boss 230.

The metal plate frame 100 can be positioned to the resin
plate frame 200 by fitting the positioning boss 230 with the
positioning hole 130 and by engaging the projections 240
with the elongate slots 140. More specifically, by the fitting
engagement of the positioning boss 230 with the positioning
hole 130, the metal plate frame 100 is temporarily positioned
to the resin plate frame 200. Then, by the engagement of the
projections 240 with the elongated slots 140, pivotal move-
ment of the metal plate frame 100 about the axis of the
positioning boss 230 can be prevented. In this way, the metal
plate frame 100 can be positioned to the resin plate frame 200
such that positional relationship between the four photosen-
sitive drums 51 supported to the metal plates 300 and the
scanner unit 40 supported to the major portions 110 can be
stably maintained.

Incidentally, because each slot 140 is elongated in a direc-
tion along the line .1 and .2, a constant distance between the
scanner unit 40 and the photosensitive drums 51 can be main-
tained by relative sliding movement between each projection
240 and each elongated slot 140 even if dimension of the resin
plate frame 200 is varied due to its thermal expansion. Then,
the metal plate frame 100 is fixed to the resin plate frame 200
by fastening the screws 160 passing through the insertion hole
150 and engaged with the female thread 250.

Next positioning of the holder 60 to the main frame 10 will
be described. As shown in FIG. 2, for accommodating the
holder 60 in the main frame 10, a user opens the front cover
11, and inserts the holder 60 rearward and diagonally down-
ward along the conveyer belt 73. Since the conveyer belt 73 is
inclined downward toward the accommodating direction, the
holder 60 can be moved downward because of its own weight.

Inthe accommodating state of the holder 60, each axial end
portion 63A of the shaft 63 of the holder 60 is engaged with
each notched portion 121 of the main frame 10 side. In this
case, each axial end portion 63A is in intimate contact with
the notched portion 121 because of the weight of the holder
60. More specifically, as shown in FIG. 5(a), the first surface
121 A ofthe notched portion 121 is in abutment with the axial
end portion 63 A from below. Therefore, downward displace-
ment of the holder 60 due to its own weight can be prevented.
Thus, vertical position of the holder 60 can be fixed. Further,
the second surface 121B of the notched portion 121 is in
abutment with the axial end portion 63A from diagonally
above and on a downstream side of the axial end portion 63 A.
Therefore, displacement of the holder 60 in the downstream
direction (in the accommodating direction) due to the weight
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of the holder 60 can be prevented. Accordingly, frontward/
rearward position of the holder 60 can be fixed. Further, since
the axial end portion 63A is nipped between the first and
second surfaces 121 A and 121B, vertical rattling of the holder
60 can be prevented.

While the axial end portion 63 A of the shaft 63 is engaged
with the notched portion 121, each notched portion 320 of the
holder 60 is engaged with the support member 400 as shown
in FIG. 5(b). More specifically, the supported surface 321 of
notched portion 320 is in contact with the support part 410 of
the support member 400, so that the support part 410 supports
the holder 60 from below. Accordingly pivotal movement of
the holder 60 about an axis of the shaft 63 is prevented,
thereby stably positioning the holder 60. Further, the bent
portion 421 of the leaf spring part 420 is in contact with the
inclined surface 322, so that the leaf spring part 420 urges the
inclined surface 322 downward. Consequently, the support
surface 321 and the inclined surface 322 can receive urging
force from the support member 400. Thus, vertical rattling of
the holder 60 can further be prevented.

In this way, positioning of the holder 60 relative to the main
frame 10 can be attained. The above-described positioning
arrangement can lead to cost reduction in comparison with a
conventional structure where a holder has a positioning shaft
and a main frame has a metallic base shaft. That is, although
two shafts are provided in the conventional structure in order
to position the holder relative to the main frame, in the
embodiment, the positioning of the holder 60 is provided by
the shaft 230 and the support member 400 which has a lower
cost than the shaft of the conventional structure.

Further, since the notched portion 121 of the main frame
side and the axial end portion 63 A of the shaft 63 of the holder
side are not positioned at deep side but positioned at near side
in the accommodating direction, positioning of the holder 60
relative to the main frame 10 can be visually recognized.

Further, since the holder 60 is accommodated in the main
frame in the inclined posture, the axial end portion 63 A of the
shaft 63 can be in intimate contact with the notched portion
121 because of the weight of the holder 60. Thus, stabilized
positioning of the holder 60 can be provided.

Further, the frame 100 formed with the notched portion 121
is made from a metal, positioning accuracy of the holder can
be enhanced in comparison with a case where the frame is
made from a resin.

Further, since each axial end portion 63 A (protruding por-
tion protruding from the metal plate 300) is a part of the single
shaft 63 made from a metal, accurate positioning ofthe holder
60 can be attained in comparison with a case where protrud-
ing portions are separate from each other.

Further, the metal plate frame 100 includes the major por-
tion 110 and the extension portion 120. That is, the portion for
accurate positioning of the holder 60 is constituted only by the
metal plate frame 100. Accordingly, the color printer can be
produced at low cost because of the compact structure of the
metal plate frame 100.

Further, since the support part 410 supporting the rear end
portion of the holder 60 is not provided at the metal plate
frame 100 but is provided at the frame 200 made from resin,
the metal plate frame 100 can further be downsized.

Various modifications may be conceivable. For example, in
the above-described embodiment, the second surface 121B of
the notched portion 121 is directed diagonally downward and
rearward. However, the shape of the notched portion is not
limited to this shape as long as positioning of the holder in the
frontward/rearward direction can be achieved. For example,
as shown in FIG. 7, instead of the formation of the notched
portion, an extension portion 120A of a metal plate frame
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100A has a lower end portion provided with a protruding part
120B protruding frontward so as to provide a first surface
122A extending in generally frontward/rearward direction
and a second surface 122B extending in generally vertical
direction. The first surface 122A is in contact with the axial
end portion 63 A of the shaft 63 from below so that the vertical
position of the holder 60 can be fixed. The second surface
122B is in contact with the axial end portion 63A from rear-
ward, so that frontward/rearward position of the holder 60 can
be fixed.

Further, as shown in FIG. 7, instead of the employment of
the support member 400 attached to the resin plate frame 200,
a resin plate frame integrally provided with a protrusion 411
is available. The protrusion 411 protrudes from an inner sur-
face of the resin plate frame 200. A metal plate 300A of the
holder 60 has a rear portion provided with a protrusion 300B
protruding rearward to provide an L-shaped configuration.
The protrusion 300B provides a supported surface 330 to
which the protrusion 411 is abuttable from below. Thus, the
protrusion 411 supports the rear end portion of the metal plate
300A.

Further, in the above-described embodiment, the conveyer
belt 73 is provided for conveying the sheet P. However,
instead ofthe conveyer belt 73, an intermediate transfer beltto
which a toner image is temporarily transferred is available.

Further, the present invention can also be applied other
image forming apparatus such as a copying machine and a
multifunction device.

While the invention has been described in detail with ref-
erence to the embodiments thereof, it would be apparent to
those skilled in the art that various changes and modifications
may be made therein without departing from the spirit of the
invention.

What is claimed is:

1. An image forming apparatus comprising:

a main frame; and

a holder holding a plurality of photosensitive drums
arrayed in an array direction, and movable in an accom-
modating direction parallel to the array direction to be
accommodated in the main frame, the holder comprising

a pair of side plates each positioned at each axial end

portion of each photosensitive drum, and each having an

upstream end portion in the accommodating direction,
and a pair of protruding portions each protruding out-
ward in an axial direction from the upstream end portion
of each side plate;

wherein the main frame comprises:

a pair of positioning portions each configured to be in
contact with a protruding portion of the pair of pro-
truding portions from below and on a downstream
side of the protruding portion in the accommodating
direction for positioning the holder relative to the
main frame; and

a pair of support portions positioned downstream of the
pair of positioning portions in the accommodating
direction and configured to support the pair of side
plates,

wherein the main frame includes a pair of particular side
walls made from a metal, each positioning portion being
provided at each particular side wall,

the image forming apparatus further comprising an expo-
sure unit positioned between the pair of particular side
walls and configured to expose the plurality of photo-
sensitive drums to light; and

wherein each particular side wall includes a major portion
supporting the exposure unit and an extension portion
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extending from the major portion toward the photosen-
sitive drum, each positioning portion being provided at
each extension portion.

2. The image forming apparatus as claimed in claim 1,
wherein the main frame further includes a pair of further side
walls spaced away from each other in the axial direction and
made from a resin, each particular side wall being fixed to
each further side wall, and each support portion being pro-
vided at each further side wall.

3. The image forming apparatus as claimed in claim 1,
wherein the protruding portions are axial end portions of a
single shaft made from a metal.

4. The image forming apparatus as claimed in claim 1,
further comprising a belt extending downward toward the
downstream side in the accommodating direction, the holder
being movable along the belt.

5. The image forming apparatus as claimed in claim 1,
wherein the positioning portion has a first surface in contact
with the protruding portion from below, and a second surface
extending downward toward the downstream side in the
accommodating direction and configured to be in contact
with the protruding portion from diagonally above and on a
downstream side of the protruding portion.

6. An image forming apparatus comprising:

a main frame; and

aholder holding a photosensitive drum, and movable in an

accommodating direction to be accommodated in the
main frame, the holder comprising a pair of side plates
each positioned at an axial end portion of the photosen-
sitive drum, and having an upstream end portion in the
accommodating direction, and a protruding portion pro-
truding outward in an axial direction from the upstream
end portion of each side plate;

wherein the main frame comprises:

apositioning portion configured to be in contact with the
protruding portion for positioning the holder relative
to the main frame; and

a support portion positioned downstream of the posi-
tioning portion in the accommodating direction and
configured to support the side plate,

wherein the main frame includes a pair of particular side

walls made from a metal, each positioning portion being
provided at each particular side wall,

the image forming apparatus further comprising an expo-

sure unit positioned between the pair of particular side
walls and configured to expose the photosensitive drum
to light; and

wherein each particular side wall includes a major portion

supporting the exposure unit and an extension portion
extending from the major portion toward the photosen-
sitive drum, each positioning portion being provided at
each extension portion.

7. The image forming apparatus as claimed in claim 6,
wherein the main frame further includes a pair of further side
walls spaced away from each other in the axial direction and
made from a resin, each particular side wall being fixed to
each further side wall, and each support portion being pro-
vided at each further side wall.

8. The image forming apparatus as claimed in claim 6,
wherein the protruding portions are axial end portions of a
single shaft made from a metal.

9. The image forming apparatus as claimed in claim 6,
further comprising a belt extending downward toward a
downstream side in the accommodating direction, the holder
being movable along the belt.

10. The image forming apparatus as claimed in claim 6,
wherein the positioning portion has a first surface in contact
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with each protruding portion from below, and a second sur-
face extending downward toward a downstream side in the
accommodating direction and configured to be in contact
with each protruding portion from diagonally above and on a
downstream side of the protruding portion.

11. An image forming apparatus comprising:

a main frame; and

a holder holding a plurality of photosensitive drums

arrayed in an array direction, and movable in an accom-
modating direction parallel to the array direction to be
accommodated in the main frame, the holder comprising
a pair of side plates each positioned at each axial end
portion of each photosensitive drum, and each having an
upstream end portion in the accommodating direction,
and a pair of protruding portions each protruding out-
ward in an axial direction from the upstream end portion
of each side plate,

wherein the main frame comprises:

a pair of positioning portions each configured to be in
contact with a protruding portion of the pair of pro-
truding portions from below and on a downstream
side of the protruding portion in the accommodating
direction for positioning the holder relative to the
main frame; and

a pair of support portions positioned downstream of the
pair of positioning portions in the accommodating
direction and configured to support the pair of side
plates, and

wherein the pair of support portions has an urging part

configured to urge the holder so as to prevent a vertical

rattling of the holder,

wherein the main frame includes a pair of particular side

walls made from a metal, each positioning portion being

provided at each particular side wall, and

wherein the image forming apparatus further comprises:

an exposure unit positioned between the pair of particu-
lar side walls and configured to expose the plurality of
photosensitive drums to light,

wherein each particular side wall includes a major por-
tion supporting the exposure unit and an extension
portion extending from the major portion toward the
photosensitive drum, each positioning portion being
provided at each extension portion.

12. The image forming apparatus according to claim 11,
wherein each of the pair of side plates has an inclined surface
inclined downward toward the accommodating direction, and

wherein the urging part is configured to urge the inclined

surface downward.

13. The image forming apparatus as claimed in claim 11,
wherein the main frame further includes a pair of further side
walls spaced away from each other in the axial direction and
made from a resin, each particular side wall being fixed to
each further side wall, and each support portion being pro-
vided at each further side wall.

14. The image forming apparatus as claimed in claim 11,
wherein the protruding portions are axial end portions of a
single shaft made from a metal.

15. The image forming apparatus as claimed in claim 11,
further comprising a belt extending downward toward the
downstream side in the accommodating direction, the holder
being movable along the belt.

16. The image forming apparatus as claimed in claim 11,
wherein the positioning portion has a first surface in contact
with each protruding portion from below, and a second sur-
face extending downward toward the downstream side in the
accommodating direction and configured to be in contact
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with each protruding portion from diagonally above and on a
downstream side of the protruding portion.
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